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. Backpack-toting.children are
ot an unusyal sight on the first
da of schodl, but the bags toted
by Saklan middle schoolets hep

the question ~ just how big,

could-thoge texihiooks be

Sakfar's young teens started

their first days of school toting
hackpacking, backpacks as they
“headed off int the- Sierra
faothiills for.a few days of camp-
- ing and bonding with hew class-
maes. '
“The private school invites
cross-grade socializing. and téem-

work, 50 getting the sixth-gradets

comfortable with the older stu-
dents is a key component of what
the schaol calls a wilderness “Ad-
vance,” -rather than a refreat.
‘Heading for Camp Lodestar in
Gold Rush country, the sixth-
-seventh- and eighth-graders

spend ;hree-dayfs‘hilﬁ_ﬁ 8D
‘ing; atid building school spirit.

+The first day is spent.on-ice-
hreakers, getting ldds and feach-
grs acqualited or ré-aequainted
with-one another, and breakisg
down barriers herween grages.
Team and trust-building activi-
fiés foliow, 4&.clilldren lead blind:
foided clisdmates around: 2
course, “Survivor” ¢hallenge

gyle.: . .

The third day serves 45 & tran- -

sition intg the schioo] envirgn-
ment with camp skis focusing

on school issves, from classioom

expectations to the nitty gritty of
lockers. And interspersed are

hikes to a waterfall, a Native

American village and some prime
blackberry-picking sites.
“Takirg intellectual risks
takes a lot of groundwork 1o ser
up ... to feel comfortuble with
gne anofher, safe with one ai-

othey;” saye middle schoof direc-

- tor Chris LaBoite; "There are 50 .

many so¢ial, entotional gnd -
‘teractional issues for adoles-
cents.” '.i"

. For LiBonte, new fo-Saklan
this year, the “Midellé Schoof Ad-
vance" wag.a great way 10 et
students and'colleagues. By the
tine the 13 students and bive
téachers hit'the clasarooms last
Monday, alf-barriers had hrogen

down. *(This lsythres weéks ol

work in thee days. Al those, mis-
communications, misinterpreta-
tions are less likely, We know
each other’s foibles,” he sags. I
got to-see another sideé of these
students- I wouldn't normaily
see.”

For Motaga eighth-grader.

Paula Yamamnoto, the 1ip helps
the student hody jeli as & group,
““You get to know the sixth-

graders hetter, form relalion-
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ships. If we didn't have it we

e, right. to' the clasgroom, .

you'd have this awkwardness,”

she says, - C
Albany eighth-grader Hanmaht

Filis agrees. “You get to do new
things, leaft how other people
thiris”she-says, “It's fike 4 learn-
ing experteiice and'a fun way 1o

get out there, {r.makes-it feel #
more comiortableto be yourself.”

Yoy gef to-know people in-d
way you wouldr'| have, hecause
you're living with therm,” adds
Lafayette eighth-grader Adesh

Sont. . .

- And {or seventi:grader Bri-
arna Roberts, the irip serves as
gentle transition between sum-
mer-and fall, "5 tasi hurrah.”
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SAKLAN VALLEY SCHOOL tsacher Kerryn LaDucplays &
rusthuiding game with 6th grader Devin Roberts-at @ backte-
school caftip in the Sierra facthills,




